Mononuclear phagocytes and the human immunodeficiency virus.
Macrophages are an important in vivo reservoir for HIV. Conclusive evidence that CNS, pulmonary, lymph node and blood-derived mononuclear phagocytes harbor and support HIV replication is supported by numerous independent studies. HIV variants which preferentially replicate in macrophages have been recovered from infected individuals, suggesting that these cells and variant viruses are involved in the establishment and progression of HIV-related disease.